
God is love
I John 4:8 -16



Christmas is celebrated



Christmas is celebrated 



Christmas happened
because God is love



• Relationship with God

• Matter of Grace 

• Personal surrender



Know God……

• His life….nature and character

• His Personality…..how He relates 



I AM
• He is eternal

• His strength is limitless…not 
grow tired or weary 

• Knowledge and 
understanding…..not 
measurable



God is love (1 John 4)

• 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another.



• 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given 
us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And 
so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

• God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.



God is love

• What does it mean?

• How is His love demonstrated?

• How is His love experienced?

• What are the benefits of His love?



His love is….

• An exercise of His goodness.
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• An exercise of His goodness.

• that perfection in God which 
prompts Him to deal bountifully 
and kindly with all His creatures.

(Louis Berkhof….Dutch American

Reformed Theologian) 



His love is….

• An exercise of His goodness.

• that perfection in God which 
prompts Him to deal bountifully 
and kindly with all His creatures.

(Louis Berkhof….Dutch American

Reformed Theologian) 

• that kindness of which leads one 
to desire and delight in welfare 
of the one loved…. 

• finds his joy in giving love, and in 
receiving back love.

(James Orr, Hastings Dictionary 
of the Bible)



God’s glory…..His goodness

• Moses asked to see 
God’s glory

( Exodus 33:18)





• God is good to His creation 
generally….His people specially.

• Rich in love … He is love

• ‘slow’ to anger … mercy

• Gracious and compassionate 
…He cares and deliver



• His very essence is love

• He is the source of all love



His love is demonstrated

• This is love…sent His Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins ( v 10 )



His love is demonstrated

• This is love…sent His Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins ( v 10 )

• (Babies/ young child… so 
lovable but….)

• Matter of grace and mercy

• A kindness which is not only  
undeserved, but is opposed to 
that deserved, because the 
objects of God’s love are corrupt 
in His sight and merit only 
condemnation and judgement



Why does He love us?

• No reason can be given for His 
love to sinners except His 
sovereign good pleasure to love.



Agape…..
unconditional love



He loved us before
creation



Salvation plan
began before 

the world was 
created

He loved us before
creation



How do we experience 
this love?

• God is love. Whoever lives in 
love lives in God, and God in 
them.( v 16)



Poured out…..

• Free flowing and overwhelming

• Already available daily

• ‘Regular’ ministry of the Spirit

• For all believers, not select few



Ephesians 3

• 16 I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being……And I pray 
that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ,



Ephesians 3

• 16 I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being……And I pray 
that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ,

• Already established in His love 
(His Spirit is already working in 
every believer to experience this 
love)

• no need to seek special 
knowledge, go to special 
meetings or locations

• to grasp….hold on tightly in all 
circumstances



Nature of God’s love…

•God is Spirit
(not physical and human

emotions)

His love….

• Fully a deliberate choice and 
under His control

• From eternity the same



Nature of God’s love…

•God is Spirit

His love….

• Fully a deliberate choice and 
under His control

• From eternity the same

• emotions …pain, grief, fear, 
regret, despair and even love …. 
are involuntary and driven by 
circumstances not under our 
control

• His love is not fitful or 
fluctuating or impotent 

• His love is constant and 
unchanging as His nature is



• God is Light

(holiness and purity)

• His love is holy and pure

• His wrath against 
sins…determination to punish 
sins and establish justice



• God is Light

(holiness and purity)

• God is just • Punishment for sins (Romans 
6:23)….atonement required

• His wrath against sin….. 
Appeasement required



Propitiation….atonement for sins
and wrath of God satisfied



Benefits of His love

• Eternal life is secure because of 
His love.

• Whoever lives in love….are being 
transformed to the likeness of 
Jesus

• 16 And so we know and rely on 
the love God has for us….

• 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we 
will have confidence on the day 
of judgment: In this world we 
are like Jesus.

(1 John 4: 16-17)



Forgiveness of sin

• We are set free from the penalty 
and slavery of sin

• God’s slave in holiness

• Result is eternal life



Adoption as children of God

• See what great love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God

(1 John 3:1)





• Abba …… word of great intimacy 
with our Heavenly Father.

• Can pray the Lord’s Prayer.



Christmas is not Christmas….

• Christmas ….celebration of God’s 
love to us

• God became a man to die for 
man…propitiate for sin….to give 
us eternal life



Christmas is not Christmas….

• Christmas ….celebration of God’s 
love to us

• God became a man to die for 
man…propitiate for sin….to give 
us eternal life

… without Christ



Jesus before Christmas

• Deity took on the form of man…

• Came to die on the cross..



Jesus before Christmas

• Deity took on the form of man…

• Came to die on the cross..

•what a sacrifice?



His love ensures...

• His love is constant and 
unchanging… faithfulness 
ensures the best for us.

• Certainly can trust Him.



How do we respond to ….
God’s love?



How do we respond to ….
God’s love?

• Christmas…. A time of 
consecration and recommitment

• Renew our love for God.





• Christmas is a time of loving  our 
neighbor..

• Share the greatest gift of 
all….coming of our Savior Jesus 
Christ



Legitimacy of God’s love

• When struggling, suffering and 
confused by circumstances ..  
…question the legitimacy of His 
love.



Legitimacy of God’s love

• When struggling, suffering and 
confused by circumstances ..  
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love.

Does God love me?



Legitimacy of God’s love

• The legitimacy of God’s love is 
not measured by the 
circumstances (good, bad or 
indifferent)

• Measured by Christ and the 
cross.

• God had determined to pay the 
price for our rebellion before we 
rebelled.. before the world was 

created….wow!

• When struggling, suffering and 
confused by circumstances ..  
…question the legitimacy of His 
love.

Does God love me?







• No ‘trials’ can ever separate us 
from the love of God

• Rest on the ‘plateau of His love’.

(constant and consistent)



• Give thanks in all circumstances

(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

• Trust Him in all circumstances.



• Give thanks in all circumstances

(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

• Trust Him in all circumstances.

His love is
unchanging
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