
God Incarnate
John 1: 1-4, 14



Difficulties of the Christian beliefs

ÅAtonement through the 
death of one man

ÅVirgin birth

ÅResurrection

ÅMiracles

Å{ǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΧΦŀ 
stumbling block to faith for 
many

Ånot reasonable or scientific.



If the incarnation was true

ÅAtonement through the 
death of one man

ÅVirgin birth

ÅResurrection

ÅMiracles

ÅStumbling block would be 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΧΦ

ÅThey would be reasonable 
to believe.



²ƻǊŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΧΦ
John 1

Å1 In the beginning was the Word,and the Word was with 
God,and the Word was God.2 He was with God in the 
beginning.3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.4 In him was life,and 
that life was the lightof all mankind. 

Å14The Word became fleshand made his dwelling among us.



²ƻǊŘΧΦ

ÅThe Word at Creation

Genesis 1:3



²ƻǊŘΧΦ

ÅBy the wordof the LORDthe 
heavens were made,
their starry hostby the 
breath of his mouth.  
(Psalms 33:6)

ÅFor he spoke, and it came to 
be; he commanded,and it 
stood firm ( 33:9)

Å¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΧΦΦ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
to create



The Word... John 1: 1-4 

ÅIn the beginning was the Word 

   

ÅAnd the Word was with God

    ( v 1)

Å(He was ( v2), in Him, through 
IƛƳ  ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ IƛƳ όǾоύΧΦΦŀ 
Person)

ÅEternalΧƴƻ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ

ÅPersonΧ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
of a distinct personal 
beingΧΦ 



ÅAnd the Word was God (v.1)

ÅWord is God, though He is 
personally distinct from the 
Father ; He is divine in 
himself, as the Father is. 

Åsecond Person in the 
DƻŘƘŜŀŘΧΦ

ÅColossians 1:15



ÅThrough Him all things were 
made ( v.3)

ÅCreator.. He is the agent of 
every creative act of the 
Father .. 

ÅColossians 1:16



ÅIn Him was life ( v.4) ÅGiver of lifeΧ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΧ 

Åcreated things do not have 
life in themselves.

Å²ƻǊŘΧΦ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 



ÅAnd that life was the light of 
men ( v.4)

ÅWord revealing. In giving 
life, He gives light too

Å9ŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ an 
evidence of God in this 
world, their being alive itself 
is due to the work of the 
Word.

ÅRomans 1:18-20



ÅAll creation reveal 
DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ Χ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
power and divine 
nature



ÅThe Word became flesh 

                                    ( v.14) ÅWord incarnate. The baby in 
the manger at Bethlehem 
was none other than the 
eternal Word of God



ÅLatin word ΨcarnisΩΧΧ 
flesh

ÅGod taking on human 
flesh and becoming man 
in Jesus Christ



The baby born at Bethlehem

ÅReal human baby



The baby born at Bethlehem
was God made man

ÅReal human baby

Fully God:

ÅHe had not ceased to be 
God, was no less God then 
than before, but He had 
begun to be man

ÅHe was not now God minus 
some element of deity, but 

ÅGod plus all that He made as 
man



Fully a man

ÅThe Creator was now 
learning/ experiencing what 
it meant to be man. 

Åhe was able to be, and could 
not avoid being tempted - 
by the devil

Åthe perfection of his human 
life was only achieved by his 
conflict with the devil like 
us. 



Hebrews 2: 17-18

Å17For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human 

in every way, in order that he might become a mercifuland 

faithful high priestin service to God,and that he might 

make atonement for the sins of the people.

Å18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 

able to help those who are being tempted.



wŜŀǎƻƴΧƳŀŘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ

ÅMake atonement for sins

ÅOnly as a sinless man could 
he die to pay penalty of  sin.

ÅBut how can the death of 
one man atone for the sins 
of many?



ÅSin came into creation 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴΣ ƻƴŜ 
man.

Åatonement for sin through 
Jesus Christ, one man

ÅGift of forgiveness and 
grace



1 Corinthians 15:22

Å!ŘŀƳΩǎ ǎƛƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ

ÅJesus Christ brought life 
through His death



But it also mean

ÅHe also suffered painfully  
and died a cruel death

Human limitations:

ÅIŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘΧΦΦǘƛǊŜŘΧΦǘƘƛǊǎǘ 
and hungry

ÅIŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘΧΦŎǊƛŜŘ

ÅHe slept.



ÅHe was tempted but did not 
sin



ÅAs our High Priest

ÅHe understand the suffering 
of temptation and human 
weaknesses. ( Heb 2:17)



Athanasian creed:

ÅΨhǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƛǎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΤ ΧΧΦ 
perfect God, and perfect man: yet is he not two, but one 
Christ; one, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh: but 
by taking of the manhood into God



God incarnate

Perfect God, perfect man


