
The impact of Christ  
Colossians 1:18-23



Pre-eminent Christ:
Son is the

• Image of God

- made known the unknowable God

- authority to forgive sins and save 

• Firstborn of creation

- all things were created by Him, 

is sustained by Him and for His glory  

(Colossians 1:15-17)



Pre-eminence of Christ: 
Son is the

• Image of God

• Firstborn of creation

He is the Almighty God.
He is worthy of our trust,

worship and praise 



Who is Jesus Christ? 

• 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy.

• 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.





Leadership

• connected to the head

• discern and follow His will 

.



Leadership 

• How to discern His will? 



Discern His will

Not base on feelings,
but on the guidance

of the Word
(Psalms 119:105)

)



Discern His will



Discern His will

• Daily desire to seek 

His kingdom (Matthew 6:33)

• danger of ‘compartmentalization’



His life - the source

• I am….the life ( John 14:6)

• He is the Vine, we are the branches

- draw nutrients   

- bear fruit



Satan seek to destroy 
us but Jesus came to 
give life abundant



His purpose



Partner His ministry

Message of 
Reconciliation  

Ministry of 
reconciliation



Ministry partnership:
privilege

• Does not need us but included us…

‘stones will cry out if they keep quiet..’ (Luke 19:40) 

• Church mandate… manifest Christ’s presence

wherever the church is not present, the 

presence of Christ is not manifest 

because His body is not there





William Carey

• Pioneer of Modern Missions.
• Founder  Baptist Missionary  

Society, 1792.
• Missionary to India for 41 

years.



Rouse up and go forth 

to conquer for Christ 

even the uttermost parts 

and the isles of the sea.”  

(Deathless Sermon, 
1792)



Beginning/Firstborn 
of resurrection
• He will never die

John 11:38-44

1 kings 17:17-24



Resurrection : 

• His resurrection – supreme importance

‘If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and 

our faith is futile’ (1Corinthians 15:14)



If Christ had not 
been resurrected,

• 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only 
for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied.

No resurrection means NO hope



Christ is risen….

• 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.

He is our hope for resurrection. 



Sufficiency of Christ

‘God was pleased to have all

his fullness dwell in him’



Sufficient to be 
our Savior:

• Gnostics - Jesus was not fully God,

- he wasn’t sufficient for salvation.

• Others - good man, moral teacher, prophet, an angel

- deny His Sonship



C S Lewis said

• ‘A man who is merely a man and said the sort of thing Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic… or else He would be the Devil of hell.

But we believe that: 

• He is the Son of God as He claimed and 

• we fall down to worship Him.



Christ is: 

• the image of God 

• the Creator and sustainer of all creation

• the head of the body

• the firstborn of the resurrection

• the sufficient Savior

( Colossians 1:15-19)



Impact of Christ : 

• 21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior.

• 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through 
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and 
do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel 
that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.



Impact

God’s initiative :

• Reconciliation

• Righteousness / present you holy

Our response :

• Remain faithful



Reconciled:

• Peace with God 



Reconciled:  

• Peace with God 

• Once alienated, now reconciled



Enemies in your minds:
Alienated from God

Spiritual blindness



Righteousness  

• made holy and 

without blemish in his sight.

• free from accusation of sin.

Right standing before God



Righteousness:
our response 

• Sanctification 

• living sacrifice  ( Romans 12:1)

Therefore, I urge 
you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and 
proper worship.



Sanctification:
active response



Remain faithful : 
continue in the faith
• ‘Do not move from the hope’

It is important for Christians to 
continue in godly conduct.



Remain faithful : 

• Saints are those who finally persevere,  

continuance is the test of reality of faith ( Bruce)



Head of the Church

• connected to Him in obedience.

• have the hope of resurrection.

• partner Him in the kingdom mandate.



Sufficiency Savior

He has  reconciled us
and made us righteous



Impact of Christ : 
Faithfulness



Cloud of witnesses

Siok Ting


