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Author 

Apostle Paul 
Wrote this letter at ~40 AD from Antioch

Historical Context 
Letter was written before the Jerusalem 
Council 
Jerusalem Council: Requested to resolve a 
rising issue in regards to circumcision, the 
law and salvation
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BACKGROUND TO GALATIANS
Audience 

Believers from southern region of Roman 
providence of Galatia 
Established by Paul 
Mainly Gentiles-converts

Galatians
But later Jewish-converts 

Obedient to the law 
Pre-requisite  
Undermined Paul



BACKGROUND TO GALATIANS

Intent 
Galatians to return to the truth of the gospel 
Galatians to be warned of false teachers/deceivers 
amongst them



GALATIANS 5:1-12 (ESV) 
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,  
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will 
be of no advantage to you.  
3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is 
obligated to keep the whole law.  
4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the 
law; you have fallen away from grace.  
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the 
hope of righteousness. 



GALATIANS 5:1-12 (ESV) 
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything, but only faith working through love. 
7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the 
truth?  
8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you.  
9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  
10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, 
and the one who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he 
is.  
11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case the offence of the cross has been 
removed.  
12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!
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POINT #1 - REJECT

Reject Justification by Works 
(5:1-4)
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22-23 
22 For it is written that Abraham 
had two sons, one by a slave 
woman and one by a free woman.  
23 But the son of the slave was 
born according to the flesh, while 
the son of the free woman was 
born through promise.
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Set Apart 
Covenant 

Faith -> Credited as righteousness 

Free, Promise Slave, Flesh

31 
So, brothers, we are not 
children of the slave but of 
the free woman.

Flesh 
Slaves #3 Grace
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POINT #1 - REJECT
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,  

and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Justification by Works

To be children of the free/promise and not of slave/
flesh, Christ has to set them free 
set us free = a single, past action that is completed 
stand firm = Secure 
do not submit again: Don’t be subjected to  
yoke of slavery: tied down



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works
4:31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 
5:1b stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
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POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Free, Promise Slave, Flesh

Flesh 
Slaves

Galatians

Free, Promise

Covenant 

4:31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 
5:1b stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
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POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Circumcision:  
Physical ritual of cutting of the male 
foreskin.  
All males in Abraham’s household 
of 8 days old 
Sign of covenant between Abraham 
and God

Galatians

Flesh 
Slaves
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POINT #1 - REJECT

5:2-3 
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, 

Christ will be of no advantage to you.  
3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision 

that he is obligated to keep the whole law.

Justification by Works
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POINT #1 - REJECT
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of 

no advantage to you. 

Justification by Works

Paul 
Well decorated Jew/Pharisee 
Circumcised 
Able to totally relate

Accepting/Enforcing circumcision = salvation by works 
of the flesh

Christ will be no use to you 
Futile calling themselves followers of Christ



POINT #1 - REJECT
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of 

no advantage to you. 

Justification by Works

Free, Promise Slave, Flesh

Flesh 
Slaves

Galatians

Free, Promise

?

Works of flesh 
Act of humans trying 

Act of self-justification



POINT #1 - REJECT
3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is 

obligated to keep the whole law.

Justification by Works

Have to revert back 
Keep all of it 
Law or grace (Christ). Cannot have both!



POINT #1 - REJECT
3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is 

obligated to keep the whole law.

Justification by Works

Slave, Flesh

Flesh 
Slaves

Galatians

Strictly followed by Galatians-
Jews 
Galatians-Gentiles will be forced 
to adopt it
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POINT #1 - REJECT
4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; 

you have fallen away from grace.

Justification by Works

Christ will be cut out from them, if they stayed with 
the law 
fallen away: Brought upon themselves 
Fell from grace that was freely from the Father



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Sum up 5:2-4



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Sum up 5:2-4

If they do not 
reject justification 

by works 
(circumcision)



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Sum up 5:2-4

If they do not 
reject justification 

by works 
(circumcision)

Salvation from 
the cross NA to 
them/Christ is 
severed from 

them

Galatians



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Sum up 5:2-4

If they do not 
reject justification 

by works 
(circumcision)

Salvation from 
the cross NA to 
them/Christ is 
severed from 

them

Justified by law 
only

Galatians



POINT #1 - REJECT Justification by Works

Sum up 5:2-4

If they do not 
reject justification 

by works 
(circumcision)

Salvation from 
the cross NA to 
them/Christ is 
severed from 

them

Justified by law 
only DEATH

Galatians
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POINT #2 - EMBRACE

Embrace The New Identity  
salvation by grace alone 

(5:5-6)

The New Identity
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POINT #2 - EMBRACE The New Identity
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope 

of righteousness.

Having faith through the Spirit made possible by 
the New Identity 
Faith and Spirit both given from the Father (grace)
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POINT #2 - EMBRACE The New Identity
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope 

of righteousness.

hope = (greek) Total assurance 
righteousness = Complete right record and 
relationship with God (Timothy Keller)
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POINT #2 - EMBRACE The New Identity
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope 

of righteousness.

we ourselves = The ones with the Spirit 
eagerly = of the heart, embracing

The New Identity
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For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith 
working through love.
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POINT #2 - EMBRACE The New Identity
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 

anything, but only faith working through love.

Salvation is only by God’s grace 
Not earned by man, but paid by Christ 

Faith & trust = Love for God and what He loves 
Align priorities -> Loving one another 

Jews Gentiles
Circumcised Non-Circumcised

Religious Anti-religious
Moral Immoral

Law-abiding Law-breaking
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POINT #3 - DISCERN

Discern Fallacy from teachings  
by deceivers 

(5:7-12)

Fallacy 
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7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Paul commends for running well  
= progressing in a growth in their faith 
Total opposite of v4’s fallen away 
Self-motivation & Grit 
Practicing before someone showed up



7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Who is this? - As though they didn’t know 
Qualifications in question
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7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Obstructing truth (salvation by grace alone) 
Obstructing progress of running well 

Obeying truth = Not moral obligation but a call of 
trust and acceptance of the true gospel

The Deceiver 
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This persuasion is not from him who calls you.

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

persuasion = convince with reasoning, purposefully 
On a deviation from the truth 
him who calls you = Father who reached out into 
salvation 
Harder job to convince 
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9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Like small amount of yeast to ferment the whole loaf 
leavens = Spread and toxify  
whole lump = Creating a generation of people 
with a wrong/perverted view of the gospel
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10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the 
one who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. 

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Not confidence/hope IN the Galatians 
Confidence is IN the Lord via the workings of the Spirit 

no other view = truth (no circumcision required!) 
To punish the deceiver who is troubling them by: 

Confusing & obstructing faith & gospel knowledge   
Mind Corrupting



5:11 
But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still 
being persecuted? In that case the offence of the cross 

has been removed.
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11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case the offence of the cross has been removed.

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

Paul rebutting claim from the deceiver that he 
himself accepts circumcision 

If so, why being persecuted?  
offence of the cross = self-salvation (works/law) 
replaced with Christ-salvation (grace). 



11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case the offence of the cross has been removed.

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

"Why am I being targeted if I still believe in circumcision? This is false. 
My belief is in Christ and His sacrifice saved me! Not by works of men to 
obey the law of circumcision. The offence of the cross is still there! And 
this is my new identity and as expected, we are being persecuted by it”



5:12 
I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 

themselves!

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 
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12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!

POINT #3 - DISCERN Fallacy 

unsettle = confusion & churns 
emasculate themselves = castrate  
Act of castrate would be from a shameful deed, exile 
or disqualification in future priesthood.  
Paul was furious at what they were doing to the 
Galatians 



What can we learn and apply from this passage?

APPLICATION
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WE ARE to Reject Justification by works 
Self-righteousness may slowly build-up to Salvation by 
works 

Better Christian than others? 
Obligated to come to church to be saved? 

Are you forward-sliding?

APPLICATION #1 - REJECT
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WE ARE to Reject Justification by works 
Do not fall away from His grace 
Reject desires of the flesh to justify yourselves

APPLICATION #1 - REJECT

Slave, Flesh
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WE ARE to Embrace Our New Identities 
New Identities by only God's grace  
No calling, No sending and No saving if No grace 

Have you accepted your new identity? 
How are we embracing our new identities?

APPLICATION #2 - EMBRACE

Free, Promise



WE ARE to Embrace Our New Identities 
Live by faith, out to total surrender

APPLICATION #2 - EMBRACE

Free, Promise

Father For His Grace Nothing I can do to earn righteousness

Son For His Sacrifice One thing I can do and that is to preach Christ

Spirit For His Guidance More things to be done with the Spirit's help



WE ARE to Discern Fallacy from teachings
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WE ARE to Discern Fallacy from teachings 
Distorted truths might seem harmless 
We need the Spirit to discern, fill and humble us in truth 
Do not accept everything that is preached without 
testing. We are vulnerable to false teachings 
Let the Spirit be our teacher

APPLICATION #3 - DISCERN
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CONCLUSION

Continue running with the Spirit

Run well with grit & effort 
We need the Sprit to run in truth to help us:

Reject Embrace Discern


