
Our hope and joy is stored up 
in heaven

COLOSSIANS 1:1-14



Introduction. 
Colossians 1

 Author – written in AD 60 when Paul

was imprisoned in Rome for 2 years.

 Founded by Epaphras, convert of Paul

 located  in Asia Minor ( present day Turkey)

 Nearby towns of Laodicea and Hierapolis 

- Circulating letter



The Gospel triad( 1:3-6)

 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
of the love you have for all God’s people—
5 the faith and love that spring from the 
hope stored up for you in heaven and about 
which you have already heard in the true 
message of the gospel 6 that has come to you.



Triad of Christian living (1:9-12)

 we have not stopped praying for 
you………..10 so that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing 
in the knowledge of God, 11 being 
strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of his holy people in 
the kingdom of light.



Two Triads of Christianity

 Faith, love and hope – the Gospel 

 Patience, endurance and Joy – to 
Christian living



Faith in Christ Jesus

 the certainty and assurance of what 
we hope for. (Hebrews11:1)

 Gospel - the saving work of Christ: 

Easter – celebrate this hope.

 Identity (badge or mark) of one living 
in a community of faith.



Distinct identity

 Faith brought us into the kingdom of His 
Son, a kingdom of light. (1:12-13).

 We are children of light. 

- not only live in the light but 

are characterized by Light



Faith in Christ





Faith – channel 

Our faith in Christ enable us:

 to receive salvation

 to produce work/service



Love for all the saints

 A transforming action, not just a principle (moral) 
or feeling (empathy)

 divine love is demonstrated by Christ's death. 
(Romans 5:8)

 faith expressing itself through love (Galatians 5:6)

Love is faith in motion



 love is inclusive and is always for someone 
else.

 Mark of disciple ( John 13:35)



Hope

 a confident expectation of eternal life (Titus 1:2).

 Faith and love … spring from hope,( v 5)

- Hope is the foundation for faith 

and love. 



‘Hope stored up in Heaven’

 hope of eternal life is already secured in 
heaven but not yet fully realized on earth 
(1:5)

 an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 
( Hebrews 6:19) 

- confirmed by God through a promise
and an oath



1 Corinthians 13:10-12

but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears………………..12 For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known.

God has guaranteed our hope



Community of hope

 Christ's work will have its completion at his 
future return, but is already transforming 
believers into the community of faith.



Gospel triad

 Gospel believed – faith

 Gospel lived out in daily life – love

 Gospel’s foundation - hope



1 Thessalonians 1:3



Galatians 5:5-6

 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by 
faith the righteousness for which we 
hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision has any value. The only 
thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love.



Triad of Christian Living

 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of 
God, 11 being strengthened with all 
power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and 
patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom 
of light.



Triad of Christian Living

 Endurance (perseverance)

 Patience

 Joy 

Living out our hope will require great 
endurance and patience.



Our faith( hope) 
will be tested



 endurance refers to the act of hanging on 
to one’s hope.

 patience refers to one's capacity to do so. 



Joy

 Gratefulness to the Father - share in the 
inheritance (1:12) 

 Joy looks forward to the future where the 
costs of Christian experience (trials) will be 
rewarded. 



Joy looking to 
a future reward



Joy

 Rejoice always…… give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 Fruit of the Spirit ( Galatians 5:22) 

- not affected by circumstances.



Joy of Christ Jesus

His joy remain
in us and we are

full of His joy



 The reason your joy can now be as full as 
it is and moving toward perfect fullness 
when all our battle with sin is over is 
because in union with me, the branch in 
the vine, you no longer enjoy merely your 
joy. You now have my joy in you and you 
enjoy what I enjoy as your joy, as you 
abide in me.” 

 (paraphrased by John Piper) Joy through 
union with Him.



Hebrews 12:2

Joy of His glorification 
at the right hand 

Of the Father

For the joy set 
before him 

endured the cross







1 Peter 1:6-8

 In all this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had 
to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials……..may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy,

we experience this joy by faith



Joy of Christ

 through union with Him.

 secure and not affected by 
circumstances (fruit of Spirit)

 appropriate(experience) 

this joy by faith.



Spread of the Gospel - hope

 6 In the same way, the gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world—just as it has been doing among you 
since the day you heard it and truly 
understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from 
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 
faithful minister of Christ on our behalf,



Evangelistic hope

 The Gospel is growing and bearing fruit 
through sharing the gospel. v6

 Colossians heard the gospel from 
Epaphras and believed. V7



Evangelistic hope

 Paul’s view of hope carry an evangelistic 
emphasis: only when the lost are made to 
see the hope of their salvation will faith 
and love spring forth from them –fruit of 
the gospel

 the church has responsibility to impact 
society and preach the gospel.



Essential ingredient in Christian 
living .

 We have not stopped praying for you. We 
continually ask God ……..11 being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might 
so that you may have great endurance and 
patience,12 and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom 
of light.



Continual prayers

 To be strengthened with all power 
through the Spirit (1:11), to have 
endurance and patience with joyful 
thanks.

 Epaphras –wrestling in prayer for them 

( 4;12)



Conclusion: Essential tasks for 
today

 If Epaphras ( or Paul) had not shared 
the Gospel of hope - no church of 
Colossae ( Laodicea and Hierapolis

 God is still doing miracles today when 
we share the gospel.



 Without prayer, the Colossians will not 
be able to endure the trials with joyful 
thanks. 




