
Work out your salvation
Philippians 2:12-18



Knowing God

• All will know the Lord 

• God is love…. Unchanging

• God’s grace….be thankful

• How do we respond to this knowledge?

• Paul told the Philippians … ‘work out your salvation’



Q

• Do we work for our salvation?

• What does it mean ‘to work out our salvation’?



Philippians 2:12-13 

• 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—
not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling,

• 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to 
fulfill his good purpose.



Therefore…..

• Conduct yourself worthy of the gospel of Christ ( 1:27)

• Humility and unity in Christ ( 2:1-4)…consider others better 
themselves

• Follow the example of Jesus Christ (2:5-11)…. Humility and 
obedience



Their obedience

• Obey…. in presence or
absence

• Fear and trembling 

• Integrity and consistency of 
Christian life….before God, 
not man. No hypocrisy.

• be serious about your 
obedience because God is 
serious about it.



Hypocrisy exposed

Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your 
guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3 What you 
have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what 
you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be 
proclaimed from the roofs.

Luke 12:1-5

Integrity ... before God



Work out your salvation

• Make sure of our salvation…

• Life worthy of the gospel …

• God’s work in us … our privilege to

   join His work

Not work for 
salvation



Salvation by grace, not merit

• Gift of God … cannot 
be earned by good 
works



What is salvation?

• Know God and 
Jesus Christ … the 
only way to the 
Father, (John 14:6)



Pentecost sermon

Acts 2:36

Believe Jesus as Lord and Savior



• Believe in heart .. justified

• Confession (words and 
action).. complete surrender 
to Him as Lord





God works in us…

• Made us……a new creation 
( 2 Cor 5:17)

• We are to work out the 
new life …the practical 
implications 



Life worthy of the gospel

• Conduct… integrity and 
consistency

• Unity in the Spirit



• God’s work in them 

   ….. partnership

• Confidence in God to

   complete it



His purpose for us…..

• For it is God who works in 
you to will and to act 
according to His purpose 
(2:13)

More like Christ



To do God’s will

• Jesus came to do the will of 
His Father.

• We must follow Him ..



To do God’s will

Matthew 7:21



Christlikeness

• Conformity into the image 
of Christ…. transformation 
of Character



God is love.
Jesus is love.

1 Corinthians 13:4-6



• God has begun the 
work…I must do my part 
to walk in them

• God has ordained.. walk 
in them with integrity and 
consistency

• com



Work out … our effort

Paul works in accordance to 
God’s power at work in him.



Work out …our effort



• Be more like our Lord Jesus 
Christ



• Effectiveness and 
productivity in 
ministry….depend on being 
more like Christ



Partnership…God’s work

• Hebrews 12:4..struggle 
against sin

• 2 Corinthians 7:1…. avoid sin 
and perfecting in holiness in 
the fear of the Lord

• Colossians 3…put off old 
nature /put on new nature

• 1 Corinthians 9:24..run the 
race (discipline of athlete)

• 2 Tim 4:7 .. fight the good 
fight(military discipline)

• Ephesians 6:7-8… serve 
wholehearted… marketplace 



1 Corinthians 15:10

Partnership of the 
gospel:

• Worked harder not less

• Grace of God with me 
….dependent on the 
Spirit’s power



Life without grumbling…

• 14 Do everything without 
grumbling or arguing, 15 so that 
you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without 
fault in a warped and crooked 
generation.” Then you will shine 
among them like stars in the 
sky 16 as you hold firmly to the 
word of life. 

• Children of God….shine as stars 
.. good witness

• Hold on to the word .. obedience



• 14 Do everything without 
grumbling or arguing, 15 so 
that you may become 
blameless and pure, “children 
of God without fault in a 
warped and crooked 
generation.” Then you will 
shine among them like stars in 
the sky 16 as you hold firmly to 
the word of life. 

Avoid grumbling and arguing

• Not consistent with obedience

• Cannot shine ... bad witness

• 1 Corinthians 10:10

    Grumbling .. severely punished

   



Grumbling: Numbers 16

• Rebellion led by Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram against 
Moses, Aaron and 
Miriam….coup

• Grumbled against Aaron and 
wanted the priesthood 
(power grab)

• Destroyed by an Earthquake



• 250 Levites, carrying 
incense, were killed by fire 
from the Lord

OT: God’s wrath displayed
against grumbling



Grumbling && arguing

• Discontentment with God’s 
will

• Expression of unbelief

• Prevented from being a true 
child of God and shining 
witness.

• Grumbling



Arguing …

• Over debatable points over 
human rules, not the 
essentials of the gospel 

• anyone preaching a different 
gospel is cursed (Galatians 
1:8)

• 2 Timothy 2:23, Titus 
3:9…avoid useless 
arguments



Avoid  unnecessary quarrels. 



Not lead to maturity
in Christ



Philippians: Unity…humility



• God the Son…became a 
man

• Humbled himself in 
obedience….death on the 
cross

Humility and obedience
of Jesus .. Key lessons



Be content….do not grumble

• Be content…with 
God’s provision and 
strength

• Be content with His 
purpose for us



What can we learn?

• A gift of God… cannot work 
for salvation

• Believe  and 
confess….surrender



Life worthy…..obedience

• Integrity and consistency of 
faith

• God’s work in us and 
together with us… 
partnership

• More like Jesus our Lord

2 Peter 1:10



Life worthy…

• Avoid grumbling or arguing

• Strive for humility and unity 
in the community of God

• Shine as stars in the 
sky……be salt and light to 
the people around us.



• Avoid grumbling or arguing

• Related to one another with 
humility and unity in the 
community of God

• Shine as stars in the 
sky……be salt and light to 
the people around us.

Example of humility
and obedience



Renew our 
commitment
to our Lord

Be more like
like Jesus
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