
Acts 4:32 - 5:11

HYPOCRISY 
IN US ALL



(POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WITNESS OF JESUS)

Acts 1 - Jesus ascended with the promise that they will 

RECEIVE the POWER of the HOLY SPIRIT. To be His 

WITNESSES...

Acts 2 - POWER comes. CHURCH is born. DEVOTIONS were 

changed. HOLY SPIRIT was at work. 3000 saved.

Acts 3 - Peter and John heals. Peter preached. 

Acts 4 - Peter and John warned not to preach Jesus. “When they 

had prayed, the place where they were assembled was shaken, 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

the word of God boldly.”



BE IN AWE OF THIS  
JESUS COMMUNITY

+ 
BE ON GUARD FOR THIS  

JESUS COMMUNITY



32 Now the entire group of those who believed 

were of one heart and mind, and no one claimed 

that any of his possessions was his own, but instead 

they held everything in common.  

Acts 4:32-33

33 With great power the apostles were giving 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was on all of them.  



36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus by birth, the one the 

apostles called Barnabas (which is translated Son of 

Encouragement),  37 sold a field he owned, brought the 

money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Acts 4:34-37

34 For there was not a needy person among them 

because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, 

brought the proceeds of what was sold, 35 and laid them 

at the apostles’ feet. This was then distributed to each 

person as any had need.



Because God (the 

ultimate pattern)
Therefore the church 

(the reflection)
Evidence in Acts 4:32–37

Gave up His only 

Son

Gave up personal 

property

“No one said anything belonged 

to him” (v. 32); sold lands/houses 

(v. 34)

Met the one great 

need 

(forgiveness)

Made sure all lesser 

needs were met

“Distributed to each as any had 

need” (v. 35)

Holy Spirit’s 

Power to 

Proclaim

Holy Spirit’s power to 

give

“Great power” and “great grace” 

(v. 33) — both Spirit-generated



Such giving, 
TESTIFIED the 
GOD who gave 
His one and ONLY 
SON



BE IN AWE OF THIS  
JESUS COMMUNITY

a. Am I truly living as part of this kind of 

community… or just attending it? 

b. Do you have the same conviction as 

Barnabas?



But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a 

piece of property.  2 However, he kept back part of the 

proceeds with his wife’s knowledge, and brought a 

portion of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Acts 5:1-4

3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan filled your 

heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the 

proceeds of the land?  4 Wasn’t it yours while you 

possessed it? And after it was sold, wasn’t it at your 

disposal? Why is it that you planned this thing in your 

heart? You have not lied to people but to God



Acts 5:5-10

5 When he heard these words, Ananias dropped dead, and a 

great fear came on all who heard.  6 The young men got up, 

wrapped his body, carried him out, and buried him.

7 About three hours later, his wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened.  8 “Tell me,” Peter asked her, “did you sell the land for 

this price?” “Yes,” she said, “for that price.”

9 Then Peter said to her, “Why did you agree to test the Spirit of 

the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband 

are at the door, and they will carry you out.”



10 Instantly she dropped dead at his feet. When the 

young men came in, they found her dead, carried her 

out, and buried her beside her husband.  11 Then 

great fear came on the whole church and on all 

who heard these things.

Acts 5:10-11



1.WHAT IS BEHIND THE LIE?

2.WHY IS IT SO SERIOUS?

3.HOW CAN YOU RESPOND?

BE ON GUARD FOR THIS  
JESUS COMMUNITY



ROMANS 3:23-24 “For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God;  they are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus”

ROMANS 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 

those in Christ Jesus”

ROMANS 8:38-39 “   38 For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height nor depth, nor any 

other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



Your acts of 
holiness is a

RESPONSE OF GRACE

 not a means to earn 
salvation.



1. Making sure you make it for every single prayer meeting to look 

holy.

 2. Boasting about how much you serve the church

 3. Making sure you join ministries that tend to be showy and 

flashy to garner praise. 

 4. Perhaps even on your social media posting things to make you 

look spiritually more advanced than others. 

ANANIAS AND SAPHIRA 
TODAY



1. If someone came up to you and say you are not a good 

enough Christian. How would you respond?

BE ON GUARD FOR THIS  
JESUS COMMUNITY

2. If no one is observing what you do for God other than Him 

alone. No one is there to say good job. No one is there to 

thank you. Would you still do it? 



1.WHAT IS BEHIND THE LIE?

2.WHY IS IT SO SERIOUS?

3.HOW CAN YOU RESPOND?

BE ON GUARD FOR THIS  
JESUS COMMUNITY



RESPOND WITH 4RS

1.Repent

2. Receive Rebuke

3. Revere God

4. Rejoice in Christ



BE IN 
AWE
+ 

BE ON 
GUARD

= 
BE PART
OF THIS
JESUS

COMMUNITY



LET US 
PRAY
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